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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8, 11-14, 16-25, 27, 30, 31, 33, 34, and 36 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sauer (US 6,954,136). 

2. In regards to claims 1,17,21, and 27, Sauer discloses an automated reminder 
apparatus and method (See Fig. 1) comprising: a telephony system interface (See Fig. 
1 and user interface 120); an event receiver (See Fig. 1 and message memory 108) 
adapted to receive a plurality of reminder submissions via said telephone system 
interface (for example, via line 132), each submission comprises at least information 
related to a delivery time and a message, and directed to a subscriber that has at least 
one telephone device associated therewith (See col. 4 lines 31-33); a scheduler (e.g., 
broadcast schedule) adapted to produce an activation signal at said delivery time; and 
an event dispatcher (See Fig. 1 and broadcast circuit), coupled to said scheduler and 
adapted to connect to said telephone device and deliver said message as voice 
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message, responsive to said activation signal (See Abstract, col. 1 lines 46-54, and col. 
2 lines 41-51). 

3. In regards to claims 2, 1 8, and 22, Sauer discloses an automated reminder 
apparatus and method, further comprising a voice recorder adapted to record said 
message (See col. 1 lines 46-51). 

4. In regards to claim 3, Sauer discloses an automated reminder apparatus, 
wherein the apparatus is constructed to receive one reminder submission for more than 
just one person, thus allowing a single message to be addressed to a group of 
individual subscribers (See col. 1 lines 46-57 and col. 5 lines 30-33). 

5. In regards to claim 5, Sauer discloses an automated reminder apparatus, 
wherein said delivery time information is entered via a telephone keypad (See col. 2 
lines 55-63). 

6. In regards to claims 6 and 31 , Sauer discloses an automated reminder 
apparatus, wherein said event receiver is constructed to prompt entry of the submission 
information using voice prompt (i.e., voice recognition) (See col. 2 lines 55-63). 

7. In regards to claim 8, Sauer discloses an automated reminder apparatus, 
wherein said event receiver is constructed to accept scheduling information for repeated 
(i.e., rebroadcast) sending of same message according to a predetermined schedule 
(See col. 3 lines 40-57). 

8. In regards to claims 1 1 , 12, 14, 19, 20, 23, 24, and 25, Sauer discloses an 
automated reminder apparatus and method, wherein said event dispatcher is adapted 
to attempt delivery of said message to each of a plurality of telephone devices (i.e., 
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multiple addresses) associated with the subscriber until said message is successfully 
delivered (See col. 3 lines 40-57 and col. 4 lines 59-62). 

9. In regards to claim 1 3, Sauer discloses an automated reminder apparatus, 
wherein is said message is not successfully delivered, a message (i.e., delivery status) 
notifying of the failure is sent to a telephone device (See col. 4 lines 1 1 -30 and col. 5-6 
lines 66-6). 

10. In regards to claim 1 6, Sauer discloses an automated reminder apparatus, 
further comprising software to cause said apparatus to function as an automatic 
answering device (See col. 1 lines 63-67). 

11. In regards to claim 30, Sauer discloses a method for providing reminders using a 
telephone, wherein said desired delivery time comprises a schedule of desired delivery 
times (See col. 5 lines 3-1 2). 

12. In regards to claim 33, Sauer discloses a method for providing reminders using a 
telephone, wherein said message comprises a voice message (See col. 5 lines 37-43). 

13. In regards to claim 34, Sauer discloses a method for providing reminders using a 
telephone, wherein said message comprises a voice message and further comprises 
the step of recording said message (See col. 5 lines 37-43). 

1 4. In regards to claim 36, Sauer discloses a method for providing reminders using a 
telephone, further comprising the step of automatically presenting information about a 
schedule of a subscriber, in response to a telephone call inquiry (See col. 6-7 lines 47- 
5). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 4, 7, 9, 10, 15, 26, 28, 29, 32, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Sauer (US 6,954,136), in view of Jain et al (US 6,085,101). 

16. In regards to claims 4, 26, and 32, Sauer discloses all of claims 4, 26, and 32 
limitations, except wherein time information is entered via speech to text analysis. Jain, 
however, does disclose wherein time information is entered via speech to text analysis 
(See col. 8 lines 29-39). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate this feature within the system, as a 
way of providing a user/subscriber with the ability to receive and send the recipient 
addresses in different formats, such as telephone numbers, facsimile numbers, or e- 
mail addresses. For example, one recipient may receive the message as facsimile 
transmission over the PSTN, and another recipient may receive the same message as 
an e-mail over the Internet. 

1 7. In regards to claims 7 and 35, Sauer discloses all of claims 7 and 35 limitations, 
except wherein said event receiver is further adapted to receive reminder submissions, 
and management information from a data network. Jain, however, does disclose 
wherein said event receiver is further adapted to receive reminder submissions, and 
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management information from a data network (i.e., Internet or SS7 network) (See col. 6 
lines 37-46 and col. 9 lines 20-22). 

1 8. In regards to claims 9, 1 0, and 29, Sauer discloses all of claims 9, 1 0, and 29 
limitations, except an authentication manager for performing at least operation from a 
list consisting of authenticating a submitter, authenticating the subscriber, and 
authenticating the submitter's authority to send the reminder to one or more telephone 
devices. Jain, however, does disclose an authentication manager for performing at 
least operation from a list consisting of authenticating a submitter, authenticating the 
subscriber, and authenticating the submitter's authority to send the reminder to one or 
more telephone devices (See col. 7 lines 22-30). 

19. In regards to claim 1 5, Sauer discloses all of claim 15 limitations, except a ring 
generator having a ring output, and the apparatus is constructed to apply the ring output 
to the second telephony interface for delivery of message a telephone within the 
subscriber premises. Jain, however, does disclose a ring generator having a ring 
output, and the apparatus is constructed to apply the ring output to the second 
telephony interface for delivery of message a telephone within the subscriber premises 
(See col. 10 lines 26-42). 

20. In regards to claim 28, Sauer discloses all of claim 28 limitations, except wherein 
said reminder server is integrated within an SS7 node. Jain, however, does disclose 
wherein said reminder server is integrated within an SS7 node (See col. 9 lines 20-22). 
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Conclusion 



21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lewis et al (US 6,738,635) teach a wireless schedule 
notification method and system. Selent (US Patent Application, Pub. No.: US 
2002/0191035 A1) teaches a computerized customizable scheduler. 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan P. Knowlin whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

23. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

24. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN US OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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